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CHAPTER XXVI. 


TOWNSHIPS—CLINTON. 


THIS township was erected November 17th, 1834. It 
is bounded north and north-east by Mt. Pleasant, east 
by Dybeery and Prompton, south by Prompton and Canaan, 
and west by Lackawanna and Susquehanna counties. More 
than one-quarter of the township is taken up by the 
acclivities and declivities of the Moosic mountain, 
and is sterile and unfit for tillage. In the western 
part, as the line extends over the Lackawanna river, 
there is anthracite coal, the only portion of the 
county in which it has been found. The west branch 
of the Lackawaxen and its tributaries afford ample 
water-power for mills. As said before, the Lacka- 
wanna river runs over into this township for several 
miles and a short section of the Jefferson Railroad, 
at a place called Forest City, where the D. & H. Com- 
pany has a large saw-mill, crosses over into the town- 
ship. The chief ponds are the Elk, Forest, and White 
Oak. The lands east of the mountain are good, are 
mostly susceptible of a high state of cultivation, 
and produce good crops of grass, corn, rye, oats, 
buckwheat, and potatoes equal to any part of the 
county. There are some large orchards stocked with 
rare varieties of fruit. The Nortons and David S. 
West led the way in the selection and cultivation of 
good fruit, and their success stimulated others to 
follow their example. This may be called the Pomonia 
of the county. The old north and south state road, 
and the Easton and Belmont turnpike road, subsequent- 
ly following nearly the same route, afforded an early 
access to the township, and invited an enterprising 
class of farmers. 

The following from Alva W. Norton is an accurate 
account as to who were the first settlers in the 
township: 

"My father was born in Goshen, Litchfield county, 
Conn., May, 1759. In 1775, when in his sixteenth 
year, he went as a substitute for his older brother, 
Samuel, to defend New York. He enlisted under ‘Old 
Put' for five years, in the Light-horse, and it was 
three years before he saw home again. When he was 
discharged, he received what were called pay certifi- 
cates for what was due him and, in the spring of 1783, 
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